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- REGIONAL ASPECTS of 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 


The City of Washington plays three roles, as de- 
scribed above. It is the national capital, the home of 
nearly a million people, and the central city of a large 
metropolitan area. In its metropolitan role, the city 
exerts a powerful effect on the surrounding communi- 
ties and in turn is vitally affected by developments in 
the whole Region. This chapter reviews the regional 
considerations influencing the Comprehensive Plan, 
and points out the most important implications of the 
plan for the rest of the metropolitan area. 

The regional environment has figured prominently 
in past planning for the City of Washington. The act 
of 1926 establishing the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission authorized that body to make 
plans for the environs as well as the District of Colum- 
bia. The Commission established a long record of 
cooperation with the suburban Maryland and Virginia 
planners in the development of the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway and a system of stream-valley parks 
authorized by the Capper-Cramton Act, and its com- 
prehensive Plan of 1950 included recommendations for 
parks, highways, and other improvements in the sub- 
urbs. Since passage of the National Capital Planning 
Act in 1952, the National Capital Planning Commis- 
sion has worked closely with the suburban jurisdictions 
through the National Capital Regional Planning 
Council. Both the Transportation Plan of 1959 and the 
Policies Plan for the Year 2000 were collaborative 
efforts by Commission and Council. 


THE CHALLENGE OF REGIONAL GROWTH 


All planning for Washington and its metropolitan 
region is affected by one outstanding fact—the popula- 
tion of the Region is likely to continue its rapid growth 
for many years to come. The Comprehensive Plan is 
based on an assumed growth from 2.6 million in 1966 
to 3.7 million or more in 1985, At such a rate of 
increase, this metropolitan area would continue to be 
one of the fastest growing in the Nation, as it has been 
for many years. 

This prospective growth raises some basic policy 


questions. How much of the new metropolitan popu-" 


lation should be accommodated within the District? 
How many new jobs should be located there? ¥ 
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portation facilities, and 
should be provided for the District’s share of regional 
growth? 

The foregoing pages have proposed answers to these 
questions. The Comprehensive Plan is based on a set 
of policies which call for an increase in the District’s 
population from 810,000 in 1966 to 950,000 in 1985, 
and an increase in employment from about 600,000 
to about 800,000. The Plan proposes the development 
and redevelopment of the District in a manner which 
will improve the quality of living throughout the city 
while accommodating this growth. 

Plans for the District are also affected by the sub- 
urban response to continued population growth. The 
pattern of development in the suburbs can have im- 
portant implications for the central city in all aspects 
of urban life—housing, employment, transportation, 
education, recreation, etc. 
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The Year 2000 Plan 


The Policies Plan for the Year 2000, published in 
1961, was prepared in recognition of the interdepend- 
ence of plans for the city and for the suburbs. This 
cocument set forth broad policies to guide the growth 
of the whole metropolitan area. These’ policies are 
worthy of a brief summary here, since they provide a 
good starting point for a consideration of the regional 
aspects of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The Year 2000 policies were based on an assumed 
growth of the Region’s population to 5 million in the 
¥ear 2000. The population of the District would in- 
crease only a little, so the great bulk of the regional 
population growth would take place in the suburbs. 
The Central Area of Washington would still be the 
dominant employment center in that year, containing 
about one-half of the region’s Federal jobs and one- 
third of allemployment.  - 

A large part of the suburban growth would be 
concentrated in new communities with populations of 
about 100,000. Each community would have a compact 
and intensively developed business district serving as 
sts “downtown.” These communities would be located 
along corridors radiating from Washington. A rapid 
transit line and a freeway would follow each corridor, 
and there would be a transit station in each downtown 
center. Each suburban community would have a vari- 
ety of housing, with high-density developments located 
near the center and progressively lower densities ex- 
tending outward. Large amounts of open space 
would be preserved within the “wedges” between the 
corridors. 


SUBURBS. The Regional population growth will be in the sub- 
urbs, with Washington's population increasing only slightly. AF 
though a large part of it will be in new towns, present communities 
also have to plan for more residents, such as Bethesda, above, and 
Wheaton, below—itself a new development since World War Il. 


> a we 
7 a 
ES 
as 0. As 3 


“VUE SUTUaYMIIAO ayy yey) sauINsse ued siya “mata 
jo yurod jeuorSer ayy wor J ,WouMomAua Suray jo 
Auyenb pasoidun,, yo eAt9afqo ay} Suroytoes yoy 
PEAIYOR oq ssajayjauou ue yey} inq “yodar goog 
409 X ayy Aq udsasai0y yey ueYyl Jasiey sdeysad sr yey 
aseaiout ue sasodoid uepg satsuoyatduroy ayy, -uoney 
-ndod s,A319 oy ut aseaiout Aue apnyoard Jayiasoqe jou 
pip Sood siz, « PEOYE Sapeoap ay} Surinp SSCaIOUT 
uonefndod yuesyusis 2 Sutyepounuosse 0} ueyy qua 
~uorAUa Sutaty jo <yyenb peroidur ue 0} arour patay 
eq PInoys,, erquinjor jo yoLysIq eq JO Juaudojaaap 
anyey ay yey perepap jodaz 0002 409% ayy, 
(ye) 


uoHNDindog jo UORNGUIsiq 


=) ‘JUSUII}E}s 
AoTOm Jarprea 8y? Woy suonemap ay uredxa 
pue sresodaud 000€ 402X 243 0) aouapuCdsaxi09 jo 
syurofe ayy aye21pur ‘suoneoydun [eucIsar YUM uel 


sty} Fsomnyeoy ou} Mataar syderSered SUTMOT[OF ay, T, 
N 
=) 


oY} Ul alayMas[a Payesoy 
Mou_jsour nq “Jousiq 

LOU! pove1}Ussu0s aq oy onumuos 
7 Mau 342 jo sjomn 
‘aIBYMas[a Payeooy 
S sqof mau jo Aofeur eSIF] By} Inq ‘a}uaD 
WULUIMIOp 9y} uTeUar P[noys jounsiqy 
out JO@ory peruse ayy, -eoeds uedo Aq pareredas pue 
‘sAeMaggy pue jsuesy prder fq paaras SIOPUIOD yelper 


@ Ajuq@qiosqe PInoys eiquinjon .jo PUISIGC a], 
rd :SMOTIOY 
'@ Pezigpuuins aq eur ydaouo03 SUL “Ue[g sarsusy 
aiduro§ 247 Jo uoryeredaid ayy pepms sey pue ‘prea 
UPEUTAspaseq oem sortorod 9s9q} YOIyM uo yMoIS 
euoisamyo uondasuos ose 8 “Moys uaaq sey satoijod 
002 (Bx ey Sunuswadun Ur ssarSord arya, 


udId 0002 ipa) ous so uOoNDUNYDay 


‘SIUSTUULSAOL) Jo [OUNOT uepTod 
19 UoWuryse Ay, ay} Jo SOMIANOe 243 Jo uoIsuedxa 
'} sfesodoid pue ‘sqinqns BIULSITA ay} pue pueAreyy 
B Y30q ur somsuase quaurdojaasp yisuesy pue uoljeziu 
B10 Suruuesd uorjeyodsueny [euorsar & jo qusuIYsiy 
2489 ay} ore s}uatidojfaaap juadar JULSYIUSIs Suoury 


rom 
2. 
< 


SOUT] 000¢ 4094 Suoje 
juawdojaaap amnyny SUOIsay ay} odvys 0} paeu saiqtiq 
~edeo [easy pur ‘siamod [esaj ‘aimjonzys [euonezuesio 
ot YUM UOIsay oy} Jo sjuaureA0$ 9y) Surpraocid 
ul ssarsoid ony AJoanejar uaaq oye sey arayy 

‘aoeds uado S.UOISey 9y1 Jo yonut 
ssomse Bunesayyoid are SUOISIAIpqns palayyeos ‘osn 
[PUCHPaIDAI IOF s}ov) a[quzis Sulseyoind are saruase 
yted peooy ayy ary ay "saspam a0eds-uado Jayjo ul pue 
TOATY SBUIOJOg 9y3 Suore aoeds uado JO sevare a8iey 
9y} Surarasaid ur ArOWYsIyVs say Uaaq sey ssaI8org 

‘yoda gggz 


409 31 JO sidaouos uSisap 24} jo Aueur sarpoquta - 


gory ‘pardnss0 pug ymq Apsed mou ‘Aunoy xepireg 
Ur UOIssy JO UMO} Mau ay} st a[durexa Sutpueysjno uy 
‘satoyod gogg wax ayy ‘yum Ayrurojuo2 afqeuosear 
uf Wsaq eavy pur ‘<q paosuangur usaq aAvYy [Q6] sours 
SUOISI9ap yuauIdoyaaap queyodunr ueur ‘Juaumsz0p 
000¢ 42K yi tory Surururays sueyd pue sarsyod ayy 
paidasoe skemye jou eaey srayeurdorod pesoy apy, 

« 0006 2894—uelg [eisues,, pasodoid & Sut 
“JapIsuOd MoU SI UOISsTUNLIOT quaudojaaaqy ottm0ucg 
pue suruueyg [euosay erursi, WISYNON BUT, FOG] 
Arenuef ur UOISSIIUWIOT) Sutuuerg pue yreg yeudeg 
[eUone N-puelArey ayy Aq paydope sem « SIOPULIOD pue 
S9SPI4\ UO,, Papua uoreoyqnd e& ut yyi0F yas ‘ueld 
puel{rey ueqingns ay L ‘stontpuos [eso] yaaur 0} suor 
BOGIPOUL SUIOs YIIAL satorfod 000€ 4024 ay) Surk{tdde 
‘seare I1ay} 10} sueyd PelTe39p siout asedaid 01 papaso 
-oid sarsua8e Suraueyd wits, pue puereyy ou yp 

; ‘WIMOIS Jo 
wiayed Joprt09 ot ut jUSUe]9 [BNUassa ue sptaoid TIM 
‘sqingns ay} 0} papuajxa uoym “waysks sty, “erquinjory 
JO PUIG 94} Joy uraysks suey pide & jo cgg] 
ul Ssaisuor Aq peaordde 94} SEM UOISIDap Yons au 

“UOISSY 9Y} Ul suorsisap 
jyuaurdojaaap Aay ayy Jo Aueur pue Suruueyd quanbasqns 
ay} Jo yonur papms savy ‘Apauuay «yz uyof quaptselg 
Aq pasiopua pue ounoy Suruuerg euosay peqides 
[BUOneN 94} pue Uorssturu0T Suraurlg pendeg yeuony 
“EN ay} Aq pepuawututosal ‘satoyod gggz 40a ay L 


sjuauidojaasq pup SUDIg 1Uanbasqns 


“uolsay ay] ut aoeds uado jO Syunowe 
asre] earesaid pue sumo. mou 938919 02 papssu oq 
P[nom ‘suonezuesi0 ayeard pure arqnd Aueur dq ‘spury 
AUBUT Jo sartAnoe P2ILUIP1O0OS yey passans yrodar auL 
‘sjesodoid sit yno Ares 0} Pepseu soinseaur jeroueuy 
pue ‘sjusuraSueie [PUONeZIUeSIO ‘UOTE]sISa]_ Mou out 


JO auos pourjyno Ayauq ose y10dar 000 40ax 24 


aS Maa. ee Thee ye 


ett: BES Hy ses 


“an 


RDP86-06%44ROOOY00 


1 
“saquag 1e1ssauShe 


@ AWD 1ey} apelw adu0 ‘mojaq ‘pod S,eupuexajiy “UMO} BUY} solos 
“Wop Yysiym snduwes Buymeids sy Pue puejArew jo Assan ayulyo 
awioy au} s! ‘aaoge ‘Yaed eBayjog *"S3IJSH2}DeIBYD UMO 4194) Aq @po 
79S 94k saljtunuWoS ueqingns ayz 30 Kuey “SOLLSINS LOVE ge 

- 


lease. 


y ff 


ewe, 
ahs hE my 
anes meen! ‘ 

Ste tes ie 


fed aM, fo owcederld | BR 


Washington Plaza, by Lake Anne. 


Housing on the Shores of Lake Anne. 
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Town Center Plan Diagram. 
The Town Center, in the Model. 
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The Village Center, at Eye Level. 


The Village Center, in the Model. 


Village Center Plan Diagram. 
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